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OBSERVAToIRE DU SAHARA ET DU SAHEL

SAHARA AND SAHEL OBSERVAToRY

High potential of groundwater and surface water resources 

Improving IWRM, Knowledge-based Management  
& Governance of the Niger Basin and the Iullemeden-

Taoudeni/Tanezrouft Aquifer System
Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire,  

Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger & Nigeria

ITTAS project (2019 - 2023)

Conjunctive water resources management of Iullemeden- 
Taoudeni/Tanezrouft aquifer system & Niger Basin

•	 A total covered area 
of 9537190 km2 and 
more than 360 million 
inhabitants targeted by 
the project activities.

•	 Two large shared 
hydraulic systems with 
complex interactions 
between surface water 
and groundwater

•	 Groundwater 
with good quality 
but vulnerable to 
climate change 
and anthropogenic 
activities

A contribution to achieve the SDGs

Several partners and one shared vision 
•	 Developing partners (OSS, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, UNIDO, Niger Bassin Autority) 

strongly committed to reverse the degradation trend of common resources
•	 Strong stakeholders (local communities, industrial stakeholders and civil society) involvment

•	 Contributing to meeting the ba-
sin’s populations water needs

•	 Consolidating knowledge of the 
aquifer system 

•	 Identifying the major transboun-
dary risks and formulating appro-
priate solutions 

•	 Valorisizing water resources for 
various uses 

•	 Developing groundwater gover-
nance mechanisms

2nd Meeting of the Council of Ministers for the establishment  
of a Consultation Mechanism for the Iullemeden Taoudeni/ 

Tanezrouft Aquifer System, Abuja, 2014

@OSS_Comms
@OSSCommunity
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